Lexus Vehicle Battery Maintenance

The primary battery in your Lexus vehicle needs to remain fully charged to start and drive your vehicle. If not
used regularly, it may reduce its performance and life. In the worst-case scenario, it can even leave you
stranded. There are conditions including how long it is stored without being driven, as well as parasitic draw
that can impact the battery’s available charge. Because of these factors, battery maintenance is required to
ensure proper operation and optimal battery life.

Under the current COVID-19 environment, some people may not be driving their vehicles for long periods of
time.

There are three methods of battery maintenance:

1. Driving the Vehicle/Starting the Engine

This is the easiest method. The vehicle is used weekly after non-use. Driving the vehicle for 30 minutes with all
accessories off for at least 10 miles above 30 MPH will maintain the battery’s charge.

If you are unable to drive the vehicle, start and run the engine in an open-air environment for 30 minutes with
all the accessories off.

2. External Battery Charging

Connect an external battery charger (also known as a battery “tender” or “trickle charger”). This device hooks
up to your car battery on one end and plugs into a wall outlet on the other. It delivers enough electrical
power to prevent the battery from discharging. For instructions on how to safely connect a battery charger,
contact your Lexus dealership.

Your local Lexus dealer may have an external battery charger available for purchase at a nominal cost.
Alternately, you can purchase an automotive battery charger online.

3. Disconnect the Battery Cable

Parasitic draw or parasitic drain is a term for an electrical component consuming electricity when the vehicle is
not used, even after the vehicle has been shut off. The average vehicle can have as many as 50 computers that
all use small amounts of electricity. Over time, this can cause the vehicle's electrical system to function
improperly and the vehicle may exhibit the following symptom: a persistently dead battery.

To reduce parasitic drain on vehicles in storage for a week or longer, the negative (-) black colored battery
cable may be disconnected to eliminate the battery discharge. Note, when the negative (-) battery cable is
reconnected, you will need to check and reset electrical components such as the clock, radio settings, seat
memory, etc.



